PSPA 253

Final Examination

Answer both questions

I. Everywhere in the Middle East, whether in Iran, Turkey or Arab countries political Islam has been surging. Although Turks, Iranians and Arabs have been displaying different versions of Islam in politics, the fact remains that religion plays a salient role in regional politics. In what respects does the pursuit of political Islam differ among Turks, Iranians and Arabs? To what extent does the strength of civil society determine the interplay between politics and religion? Relate to the theory of civil society. (Hint: review internet sources to further familiarize yourself with the general theory of civil society)

II. The late Syrian president Hafez Asad managed to stabilize Syria and transform it into a regional power after the turbulent years of the 1950s, when the country was an arena of regional contestation. It seems that Syria is becoming once again a contested battleground. In the 1950s, Arab countries (Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia) were the main regional political actors in Syria, whereas in its current crisis non-Arab regional actors (Turkey and Iran) are the primary regional actors. Why has the role of Arab countries decline and non-Arab actors rise? Why is Syria important for Turkey and Iran? Explain.

